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64 Quaint Virginia Records. 



QUAINT VIEGINIA EECOEDS. 

BY THOMAS T. UPSHUR, NASSAWADOX, VA. 

The Court Eecords of Northampton County, Virginia, 
are probably the oldest in the United States. They are 
unbroken since 1632, and are curiosities. The Clerks, or 
Clarks, as they were then called, copied not only the indict- 
ments, but the evidence also, much of which, given in the 
quaint phraseology of the Colonial period of Virginia, is 
very amusing, though doubtless anything but pleasant to 
the prisoners standing their trials. 

The Court consisted of a presiding officer, styled at first 
the Commander of the Plantacon of Acchawmacke, and 
seven Commissioners, who were his coadjutors. In the 
absence of the Commander, one of the Commissioners pre- 
sided. In 1642 the whole peninsula became Northampton 
County, and in 1668 the county was divided into North- 
ampton and Accomac Counties. 

In these old books I find the names of many persons, 
the ancestors, doubtless, of those who have become famous 
in our country's history, — Captain Thomas Cornwallis, the 
celebrated navigator and trader, Hancock Lee, and Benja- 
min Harrison ; the latter appeared as a witness on the 16th 
day of May, 1636, in a case where corn was forcibly taken 
and sold after it had been levied upon by the sheriif, who 
was Captain William Stone, afterwards the first Colonial 
Governor of Maryland. On the 5th day of September, 1636, 
appears the name of Jacob "Washington, who was granted 
an execution upon the goods and chattels of one John Ffur- 
bush. This is the first record of the Washington name 
probably in any book in existence, written in America. 
Whether this old patriarch was allied by blood to our 
General George Washington or not, I leave for others to 
find out, if they choose. 

In 1615 the region now known as the Eastern Shore was 
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first settled by colonists from Jamestown, Virginia. Our 
books contain the petition of Henry Williams, dated May 
4, 1635, which is as follows : "Ffor as much as Henry 
Williams doth make appeare by sufficient testymonie to 
our Cor' y' he hath remayned in this lande 20 yeares doing 
much serviss for the Countrie, we therefore certifye the 
same ffor a truth to the Gov' & Counsell att James Cittie 
under the title ofe Cor'. Itt lyeth Est into the Woods, West 
on to the Mayne Creeke, North on Henry Charlton's lande." 

" To all Cr s , I Cap* John West Esq' Gov 1 doe with the 
consent of the Counsell of State, accordinglye give and 
grant unto Henry Williams One hundred & ffiftie acres ofe 
lande, situate in the County of Acchawmacke, Lying on the 
Old Plantation Creeke, North on the lande of Henry Charl- 
ton, Southwest on the ffishing poynt : being dew as ffollow- 
eth, vig'., One hundred acres as being an ancient planter in 
the tyme ofe Sir Thomas Dale, and ffiftie acres ffor the 
transportation ofe Susan Andrewes." This grant is dated 
6th day of Sep', 1636. 

The date of 1615 is sustained by other authorities also, 
as that of the colonization of this peninsula. Each immi- 
grant received fifty acres of land for his transportation from 
England, unless he was an indentured servant or a slave, in 
which cases the master received the land to indemnify him 
for expenses incurred. Very many persons, however, for 
whom land was granted as being servants, were not such 
in menial capacities; for instance, Francis Stockley paid 
for the transportation from Eng d of his brother John, and 
entered John as his servant in his list, when he applied for 
a grant of land, but John does not appear to have worked 
for his brother a day ; he was employed by Daniel Cugley, 
Gen*, as secretary and business manager. 

Among the servants mentioned in the list of Ensign Thomas 
Savage, I find the names of John Seaverne, Chirurgion, and 
Bridgett his wife. Now, John Seaverne (Severn) practised 
his profession, and brought suit many times to collect his 
bills ; consequently he was not a servant in the present ac- 
ceptation of the word. 
Vol. xvi. — 5 
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Contempt of Court was an offence never ignored. The 
Commanders and Commissioners were too jealous of the 
dignity of their positions, and of that pertaining to their 
own august persons, to suffer the least infringement upon, 
or diminution of their meed of reverence. 

Obedyance Robins, Gen', was first Commander for several 
years ; he was succeeded by Captain William Roper, Gen', 
and he by Colonel Nathaniel Llyttleton, Gen', who, after 
presiding over the Court for several years, was in turn 
succeeded by Obedyance Robins, Gen*, again. Among the 
Court Orders is the following : " Itt is thought ffltt & soe 
ordered by this Cor 6 that John Paramore for his unlawful 
swearing in a contemptuous manner in the fface of the Cor' 
shall set by the heeles in the stockes for the space of one 
Complete houre ;" and on June 9, 1638, it was " Ordered 
that John Paramore shall sett by the heeles in the stockes 
att the tyme ofe Devyne Serviss upon the next Saboth daye 
ffor being drunke in the fface of the Cor'." Mr. Paramore 
was no worse than mauy others in that Colony ; not so bad, 
in fact, as far as the Records go, but he appears to have 
been unfortunate in his selections of audiences. 

The first Clark of the Court was Henry Bagwell, Gen'. 
He was succeeded by Thomas Cooke, Gen', who wrote the 
most peculiar handwriting, and the most difficult to decipher 
I have ever seen. He was followed by Edwyn Conaway, a 
scribe of the same school. They seem to have been very 
proud of their intellectual acquirements, and particularly so 
of their knowledge of Latin. They frequently interlarded 
their copies of manuscripts with Latin words, and nearly 
all of them abbreviated, which adds to the difficulty in 
reading the old books. 

The punishments inflicted by the Court were quite orig- 
inal, it seems. Upon the 2d day of August, 1641, Goody 
Curtis was trying to milk her cow in the cowpen of the 
Widow Taylor, but as her cow was unused to being milked 
in that pen and moreover was not very gentle, she refused 
to stand still. Goody lost her temper, and the widow's 
milking having been disturbed by Goody's cow, she got 



Quaint Virginia Records. 67 

fretted also. Cross words and bad names were soon ex- 
changed, and then the widow proceeded to slap Goody's face, 
for which breach of the peace the Court " ordered that the 
Widdowe Taylor shoall pay unto John Curtis or anie other 
for his use, one potte of milk per daye, at the cowpen of the 
Widdowe Taylor until the last of September next, and pay 
all charges expended in this suite." 

The Indians on this peninsula were very poor. They 
subsisted mainly on fish and oysters, apparently were peace- 
ably inclined, and not without gratitude. In 1651, Tepia- 
biavon, King of the Great Nuswattocks, gave Jonkin Price 
three hundred acres of laud from his reservation, because 
Price had shown him kindness. About the same year 
appears the following entry : 

" Itt is thought ffitt and soe ordered by this Cor' that Mr. 
Phillipp Taylor nor anie other pson or psons unto him the 
sy d Taylor in aniewise belonging should presume to disturbe 
or molest the Indyans formerly seated at Mattawomes 
Creeke, neither for anie cause or reson by them supputated, 
to cleare or worke upon the ground whereon they are now 
seated, by reson that Nathaniel Leyttelton Esq 1 , Argall 
Yeardley Esq r , Cap' W m Stone, Mr. William Andrews & 
Cap' W m Roper, have taken an espetial review of the place 
and situation thereof, & doe finde that if the Indyans be dis- 
placed of the 200 acres of land which the sy d Mr. Taylor doth 
laye claim to, they in noe wise can subsist, & further more 
that the plantation of Phillip Taylor cannot be impaired 
thereby, he being seated on the one side of the Creeke & 
they on the other, and not hitherto to have either bought or 
cleared on that side the Indyans are appointed to dwell." 

But although as late as 1651, the Indians were on reser- 
vations and actually an object of care and solicitude to 
the colonists, yet on the 28th day of April, 1643, the colony 
had been in a great state, of fear and excitement, as is shown 
by the following : 

"Itt is ordered by this Cor* and soe thought ffitt by 
reson of the greate and sudden daynger which is like 
to come upon the Plantacon by the Indyans, that the 
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powder and shotte which is in the handes of Mr. John 
Nuthall shall he seized on by the Sheriff" and delivered unto 
the handes of the Commander to be disposed of to those 
of the inhabitants who are necessitated & that the sy a Mr. 
Nuthall shall have a valuable consideration in monie or anie 
other goods payd unto him by the Commander, for the sy a 
powder & shotte soe taken and disposed of." 

The way of the slanderer and scandal-monger was a hard 
one in those days. They always received the particular 
attention of the Court. On February 19, 1634, "John 
Wattham aged 24, Randall Revell aged 21 years, and John 
Ford aged 25 years or thereabouts, sworne and examined, 
saye they hard Henry Charlton save, that if he had had 
Mr. Cotton without the Church yeard he would have kickt 
him over the pallyzados, calling of him black rotted raskoll. 
Upon the complaynt of Mr. Cotton ags' the sayd Charlton, 
and the depositions above expressed, it is ordered that the 
sy 4 Charlton shall for the sy d offence buyld a pare of stockes 
and sett in them three sevral Saboth dayes in the tyme of 
Devyne serviss, and there ask Mr. Cotton forgiveness." 

Mr. Cotton was the Rector of the Parish, but it seems he 
did not leave vengeance to the Lord. On 8th of September, 
1634, is written: "At this Cor' Edward Drew preferred a 
petition against Joane Butler for calling of his wife • 



and upon dew examination & the depositions of John 
Hallo way and "W m Baseley who aftlrmeth the same on oath to 
be true, that the sayd Joane Butler used these words. Upon 
dew examination it is thought ffitt by this Board, that sy d 
Joane Butler shall be drawn over the Kinges Creeke at the 
starn of a boat or kanew from one cowpen to the other, or 
else the next Saboth daye in the time of Devyne serviss 
between the first and second lessons present herself before 
the minister and saye after him as followeth: I Joane 

Butler doe acknowledge to have «called Marie Drew 

& hereby I confess I have done her manifest 



wronge, wherefore I desire before this Congregation that the 
said Marie Drew will forgive me, and also that this Congre- 
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gation will joyne and pray with me that God may forgive 
me." 

At the very next Court, Thomas Butler, the husband of 
Joane, "turned the tables" on Edward Drew by causing 
Marie Drew to be ordered to repeat the same peniten- 
tial formula verbatim upon the following Sunday. They 
were evidently a naughty pair and deserved all the punish- 
ment they received. 

On the 3d of June, 1642, I find another case of slander 
recorded as follows: 

" "Whereas Rob* Wyard hath in a most disgraceful and 
barbarous manner blemisht the reputation of Alice Trav- 
eller the wife of George Traveller in the most base and 
ignominious language, by which defamation hath taken 
away the reputation of the sy d Alice. It is therefore thought 
fiitt and requisite and accordingly ordered that the sy d Rob' 
Wyard shall stand three several Sundayes in the time of 
De-yne serviss before the fiace of the whole Congregation 
in a white sheete with a white wann in his hande which 
are to be provided by the Church wardens of this County 
and there shall aske the sy d Alice forgiveness in form and 
manner as shall be dictated unto him by the minister of this 
County of Northampton." 

The following letter, although not issued by the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain directly, was issued by authority 
granted to Cap* W m Claiborne by the Crown, and may 
therefore, I think, be considered a letter of marque and 
reprisal, and is probably the first one issued in America. 

"Phillipp Taylor, I understand y* the Marylanders have 
taken my Pinnyce the Long Tayle with her company and 
some other of my men trading in other places. Now 
whereas his Mat iM Commission to myselfe warranteth mee 
in the trade with the natives and fibr as much alsoe as his 
Ma tiM Gratious Lords in America doe declare his express 
pleasure to bee ags' this their violente and exhorbitante pro- 
ceedings and contrary to justice and the true intent of his 
Ma ties Grant to y 8 Lord Baltimore. These are to desire you, 
that you would with the first opportunitye, with such Com- 
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pany as are appoynted for you, sett sayle to Patawomack 
and Patuxant Riv™ or elsewhere and to demande of them 
my sy d Pinnyce and men, and if you can obtayne them to 
take possession of them for my use and bring them again 
unto this place. Or missing of them, make staye of such 
boates of theirs as you can light on. Wherein I beseech 
you proceede without violence unlesse y* bee in lawful neces- 
sary defence of yo'selfe espetiallyalsoe to avoyd any bloodshed 
or making any assault upon any of them and to this end I 
require all your Company to bee obedyente and assistant 
unto you as if I were there myselfe. Given att the Isle of 
Kent under my hande & seal this eleventh of May Anno 
Die 1635. 

W. Claiborne. The Seal. 
Recordat decimo quinto die mensis July 1642. 

Until November 30, 1657, Virginia claimed the whole 
Eastern Shore to the Delaware line. Many difficulties 
had arisen owing to conflict of authority between the Gov- 
ernor and Council of Virginia and Lord Baltimore of Mary- 
land ; but upon that day an agreement was signed in London 
which defined the lines of the two Colonies. 

These old Records, besides the Deeds, "Wills, Orders of 
Court, Powers of Attorney, etc., usually found in Court 
Records, contain many items of miscellaneous business. 
Under date of February 15, 1633, 1 find : " Thomas Butler, 
aged 27 yeeres ; William Payne, aged 27 yeeres, sworne and 
examined as followeth : These deponents sayeth that, Mr. 
George Scovell did laye a wager with Mr. Mountney, 10 b 
starlinge to 5 b starlinge, calling us to witness the same, 
that Mr. W m . Burdett should never mach in wedlocke 
with the Widdowe Sanders while they lived in Virginia. 
Soe the sy d Scovell, not contented, but would laye 40 b star- 
linge more to 10 b starlinge that the syd Mr. W me . Burdett 
should never have the Widdowe Sanders." 

Mr. Weller's caution to his son Samuel might have been 
profitably followed by Mr. Burdett, it seems, if he lost his 
wager and the widow, too. 
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Mr. Thomas Stanton, who was one of the agents of the 
Lady Elizabeth Dale in this Colony, after her husband's 
death, and she had returned to England, gave to Thomas 
Cooke a Power of Attorney to attend to his affairs while he 
went to England, appended to which is the following letter : 

" Mr. Cooke, my kynd love attend you, sirrah, — I am, by 
God's grace, bound for England this daye ; therefore I would 
desire you lett me therefore heare from you, together with 
some retorne of my goods, and what you will have or have 
occasion for send me word and I will furnish you att my 
return, an it please Cod. Therefore be Loyal unto me, as 
I may ffurther make use of you. I reste your loving friend 
till death, Thos. Stanton." 

" Jan'y 13 th , 1641 . ¥e are under sayle. I can right no 
more. Send to Fernstreete to Townsend lande, London. To 
his loving ffriend, Mr. Cooke, at Ackowmacke, these I pray 
you. 

" Kecordat y* Die Aprilis, Ao 1642. 

"Yme, Thos. Cooke, Cleri." 

Before closing this article, I will give the copies of two 
wills, the first of peculiar brevity, the second for quaintness 
of style probably unrivalled in any records : 

" Iff itt please God I do dye, my debts being discharged, 
what debts remayne I give to Goodman Ffisher, and he to 
see me layd in the ground like a man. 

" The mark of "William 

nBRIAK. 

" J. -f "Wilkinson. 

" The mark of 

" James Crannb. 

" 27 Oct. 1639." 

"In the name of God, Amen, the 23 th of April, 1636, I, 
William Smith, of Acchawmacke, in Virginia, planter, 
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being at this present, blessed be God, sicke and weake in 
body, but sound and perfit in mynd and memory, doe insti- 
tute, ordayne and make this my last Will and Testament, 
vig* : Ffirst, I bequeath my soule unto the hands of Al- 
mighty God, my Maker, who gave it me, and my bodye to 
the grave from whence it came, being assuredly persuaded 
of a joyful resurrection. 

" Imp 8 , I doe give and bequeath to the Church use One 
hundred pounds of tobacco. Item. My will is that Mr. 
Cotton shall make my funeral sermon, and he to have for 
the same lOO 11 " of tobacco. 

" Item. That Garrett Andrewes, iff he be please to make 
my coffin, shall have for the same 50 pounds of tobacco, or 
anie other that shall make it of the best. 

" Ite. I give and bequeath to Francis Millesent one of 
the best shoates and a small Iron pott. 

" Ite. I will and bequeath to Elizabeth Harlowe, daughter 
to John Harlowe, the best sow there is undisposed of, which 
is the great sow bought of Mr. "Wilson. 

" Ite. I doe give freely unto my servant, Daniel Pighles, 
one complete year of his tyme, and one of the best sow 
shoates. 

" Ite. I doe give and bequeath unto Alex r Wignall one 
hundred pounds of tobacco. 

" Ite. My will is that my servant Daniel shall have all 
my wearing cloathes, both Wolling and Linning and my 
peece, shotte bag and Home. 

" Ite. I doe institute, ordayn and make Nicholas Harwood 
& Walter Scott my true & lawful Executors of this my 
last Will and Testament, and they equally to have and 
enjoye, Debts and legacies being payd and discharged, 
my whole Estate. In witness hereof, I, the sy d William 
Smith, have hereunto set my hand and seale the daye and 
year above written. 

(Signed) " William W. Smith. 

" Ysence : 

" Daniel Pighles, 
"Alex'r Wignall." 
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The oath taken by Captain William Stone, the first Sheriff 
of this Colony, was as follows : 

" Ye shall sweare that well and truely y* shall serve the 
King's Magistie in the office of the Sheriff of the County of 
Acchawmacke, and doe the King's yffitt in all things that 
belongeth to yo u to doe by way of yo r office as ffar as yo u 
can or may. 

"Yo™ shall truely kepe the King's Right and all that 
belongeth to the Crowne. 

" Yo u shall truely and rightfully treate the people of the 
Sheriffwieke, and do right as well to the poore as to the 
Bitch in all that belongeth to yo r office. 

" Yo u shall doe noe wrong to anie man for anie guift or 
other behest or promise of goods for favour nor hate. 

" Yo u shall disturbe noe man's rights. Yo u shall truely 
returne and truely serve all the King's Writts as ftarr forthe 
as shall be to yo u cuming. 

" Yo u shall take noe Bayliffe into yo r serviss but such as 
yo n will answere for. 

" Yo u shall make such of yo r Bayliffes to take such oathe 
as yo u make yo'seffe in that belongeth to yo r occupation. 

" Yo u shall be dwelling in yo r own yyn (proper) ysons 
(persons) within yo r Bayliewicke for the tyme that yo a 
shall be in the same office, Except yo" are otherwise licensed 
by the Governor and Counsell of this Colony. And you 
shall diligently and truely doe all of the things apper- 
taining to yo r say d office of Sheriffwieke to the uttermost 
of y r power. Soe holp g yo r Cod y e ." 

On the first day of March, 1641, the first mill was con- 
tracted for between Obedyence Robins, Gen*, and John 
Wilkins, Gen', of the first part, and Anthony Linny, Mill- 
wright, of the second part. It was a windmill. The con- 
tract price was £220 and twenty barrels of corn, and they 
were to furnish Linny all the necessary ironwork and 
shingles, and they paid him one hundred pounds sterling 
in advance. 
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The first Vestry of the Church was appointed by the 
Court on the 14th of September, 1635. The Vestrymen 
were: 

William Cotton, Minister, "William Andrews, 

Captain Thomas Graves, John Wilkins, 

Obedyence Robins, Alex'r Mountney, 

John Howe, Edward Drew, 

William Stone, William Berriman, 

William Burdette, Stephen Charlton. 

And the first Vestry meeting was held " upon the feast 
day of St. Mychael the Arck Angell, being the 29th day 
of September, 1635." 

At that meeting the Vestry decided to build a " parsonage 
house upon the Grlybe land by Christyde next, & that the 
sy d house shall be forty foot longe & eighteen foot wyde, 
and nyne foot to the wall plates; and that ther shall be a 
chimney at each end of the house, & upon each syde of the 
chimneys a room, the one for a study, the other for a 
buttery ; alsoe a partition neere the midst of the house with 
an entry and tow doors, the one to goe into the kitchinge, 
the other into the Chamber." 

These Record Books contain a great many items of 
historic value, giving an insight into the daily lives and 
occupations of the Colonists, and referring to the most 
important events of the period they cover. 1 

1 We understand that these valuable records are to be carefully copied 
and preserved. The Legislature of Virginia has passed an act making 
the necessary appropriation for that purpose. — Ed. Penna. Mag. 



